
The Fourth Utility: 
Imperatives for Governments in Overseeing
Digital Infrastructure 

 

Digital infrastructure is the collective term for the communications and data 
transfer network which comprises of a range of digital and physical assets. 
Demand for digital infrastructure is skyrocketing, but challenges remain for 
the sector.

 

Types and annual growth of physical and digital assets: 

The benefits that can be gained from high-quality digital infrastructure are numerous and varied. Governments
have understandably planned significant investment in digital networks. However, truly maximizing the benefits
of these investments and protecting national interests requires that governments meet three imperatives
addressing the sovereignty, sustainability, and resilience of networks.
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Sovereignty

While regulatory bodies will continue to be focused on maintaining the performance 
level of critical services, there is also an increasing need for a broader government role 
in ensuring the legitimacy and security of a nation’s digital infrastructure network.

Sustainability

climate ambitions, but they are currently among the largest consumers of energy globally.

Resilience

Digital networks have become critical infrastructure for countries, exacerbating 
the threats they face from a plethora of cyber and supply-chain risks.
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For more details and citations, please check out Building the Fourth Utility here.

https://www.marshmclennan.com/insights/publications/2022/may/building-the-fourth-utility.html

